
ROTHERHITHE youngsters
Jordan and Jasmine Harris
fly out to America this week,
taking the first step towards
what their parents desperately
hope will lead to a cure for
their genetic illness.
Tina and Mark have

spearheaded a
fundraising appeal
since son Jordan was
diagnosed with late
infantile battens dis-
ease in 2003. An ex-
tremely rare condi-
tion, battens is
brought on by a de-
fective gene, which
causes a defficiency
of an essential en-
zyme. This leads to a
build up of fats and proteins which
eventually forces a child’s brain
cells to shut down.
In December last year, the family

received the news they had been
dreading, when daughter Jasmine
was diagnosed with the condition.
Unlike her brother, she is yet to
develop any of the debilitating
symptoms.
There are only some 500 children

around the world who suffer from
the condition, and at present there
is no known cure. But pioneering
work is being conducted at the Cor-

nell University in the USA, involv-
ing gene replacement therapy.
After months of waiting, the fam-

ily have now been told that both
children are to undergo preliminary
screening, and fly out to New York
tomorrow, September 10. The fam-
ily are hopeful that they will be se-
lected to undergo treatment
amongst the first children.
So far three children have been

treated. They each
underwent six
hours of brain
surgery, which in-
volves the drilling
of six holes into the
child’s skull and
the injection of the
gene therapy into
specific targets in
their brain. This is
major surgery and a
traumatic proce-
dure for the chil-

dren, but they have all made a good
recovery. However it will be many
months before any real data will be
available.
The Jordan Jay Trust was set up

just over a year ago, and over
£120,000 has been raised. “People
have walked, run, cycled, sky-
dived, shark-dived, danced, partied,
made movies, been auctioned, and
raffled their way towards this won-
derful sum, and we sincerely thank
you all,” said Tina. “Without your
support we would not be in this po-
sition today. However the fight to

raise more funds continues - we
need to raise £250,000.00 over the
next two years so that the trial can
be completed on time, and as many
children as possible can be treated
before it is too late for them.”
*A sponsored ‘seven bridges’

walk in aid of the Trust is taking
place next Sunday, September 19.
The walk begins at 10am, and
leaves from Tower Bridge. Please

contact the ‘News’ on 020 7231
5258 if you would like a sponsor-
ship form.
If you would like to make a dona-

tion, you can send cheques to: The
Jordan Jay Trust, Alliance House,
49-51 East Road, London N1 6AH,
Registered Charity Number
1098918. You can also visit the ap-
peal  website at:  
www.jordanjaytrust.com 
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Will Officially Open

DreamMaker
D A Y  N U R S E R Y

• Bouncy Castle • Raffles
• Face Painting • Bar-B-Q

• Fun & Games 

A Great Day for Parents and their Children

© HIT Entertainment PLC and Keith Chapman 2004

TM

Date: Saturday 18th September 2004
Time: 11am - 5pm

Address: 65 Cartwright Street London E1 8NB
Entrance: Parents with accompanying 

children aged between 0-6 
Tel: 020 7480 7166

www.dreammakerdaynursery.co.uk 
info@dreammakerdaynursery.co.uk

Come and join us on this special day.
As well as the entertainment available, 

there will also be the opportunity 
to meet our staff and get to know 

more about DreamMaker.

JJOORRDDAANN  HHAARRRRIISS
AAPPPPEEAALL

Hopes are high as Rotherhithe’s
Jordan and Jasmine fly to States
By Chris Mullany
chris@southwarknews.org

HAPPY FAMILY... Jasmine and Jordan with mum Tina

Full-time and part-time places now available for 0-5 year olds.
Ring to arrange to view one of our fully equipped nurseries and speak to
qualified, friendly members of our team. Breakfast, after school and holiday
club also available.
Come and see what Magic Roundabout Nurseries Ltd can do for your child.
Stockwell Branch: MRN House, Binfield Road, 
London, SW4 6TB; 020 7498 1194/5
Kennington Branch: 35 Sutherland Square, Sutherland Walk, 
London, SE17 3EE; 0207 277 3643/53

FOR
LOCAL
JOBS
SEE
PAGES
33 & 34

FOLLOWING A serious
fire at a pub in Peckham
last month, police have ad-
mitted that they still don't
know the reasons why the
pub was completely gutted. 
Pharaohs on Peckham Road

has consistently made the head-
lines since two people got shot
there on November 30 2002.
After the incident, stringent

measures were forced upon the
pub to ensure that a repeat of
the tragic incident, which left
one man dead and another seri-
ously injured, did not occur. 
A metal detecting arch and

Southwark registered bouncers
with handheld metal detectors
were stationed at the entrance to
the pub, which at the time had a

licence until 2am. 
CCTV and security around fire

escapes were also installed as a
condition of the continuation of
the late licence. However, when
health and safety officials from
the council paid unannounced
visits, they found the pub was
lax when it came to upholding
their agreement and continually
flouted the 2am licence. 
When the pub’s licence came

up for review again in late
March, many people opposed
the reissuing of a late licence,
and despite protests the pub
lost, but was allowed a licence
until midnight. 

Then last month in a dramatic
fire the pub was completely
gutted.  
DC Chuk Gwam from Peck-

ham CID told the 'News': "The
investigation into the Pharaoh's
public house is still ongoing.
Both police and the London
Fire Brigade are involved in the
investigation. If anyone has any
information then they should
come forward to the police. 
"All information will be treat-

ed in confidence.  Anyone with
information should contact me,
Detective Constable Chuks
Gwam at Peckham police Sta-
tion on 020 7232 7512 or if they
do not wish to be known then to
contact Crimestoppers on 0800
555 111."

Police still searching for
clues on Pharaohs fire

By Eleanor Niblock
eleanor@southwarknews.org

Flats built in
just two days

AS THE builder works on its
grounds, senior NHS man-
agers are being shown
around this finished apart-
ment block in Borough. 
What makes it so special is that

all six apartments were put into
place over one weekend. The
Barons Place block is the first of
its kind; a demonstration of a new
kind of modular building which
developers, Spaceover, and their
partners, the Peabody Trust, hope
will herald a revolution in afford-
able housing.
Cranes stacked up the factory

made modules before cladding
and walkways were bolted into
place. "It’s amazing to see how
fast this went up," said builder
Kevin Hoare, "Once this would
have taken 26 weeks to put up."


