
8  November 20 2008 Southwark News 

SUNBEDS 50P /MIN

50% off
colours aand ccuts ffor nnew
clients

20% off 
all bbeauty ttreatments

Xmas bookings 
now being taken
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020 7237 2073

Morgan’s Hair
& beauty

Banged up for
stealing perfume
A HOMELESS man who
admitted to a string of
shoplifting offences was
imprisoned for 180 days at
Tower Bridge Magistrates
Court last week.

James Sage, 31 and of no fixed
abode, pleaded guilty to stealing
four perfume gift boxes, worth
£131, from the Boots store in
Hays Galleria on Tooley Street on
November 12.

Sage also admitted to further
charges of stealing items, with a
total value of £204, from a differ-
ent Boots store in Surrey Quays
Shopping Centre on two other
occasions during the last month.

His lawyers claimed that the fact
the items were recovered and that
Sage admitted to the thefts as
early as possible should mitigate
the sentence. 

However District Judge
Shamoon Somjee cited the defen-
dant's 51 previous convictions in
deciding to lock him up.

He told Sage: "Because of your
record and because this offence
was committed during a period of
early release from prison, a non-
custodial sentence cannot be justi-
fied." 

Two stories on
‘car break-in’'
TWO WALWORTH men
accused of trying to break into
a car offered different ver-
sions of events at Tower
Bridge Magistrates Court last
Thursday.

Twenty-year-old David Peters
from Cotham Street pleaded
guilty to attempted theft and was
given a total of 340 days inside
after it was revealed he had been
charged with a number of previ-
ous offences.

Peters admitted trying to steal
items from a Vauhall parked on
Searles Road in Elephant and
Castle. 

He also pleaded guilty to two
previous thefts - one in
Sittingbourne, Kent, and the other
from Harrods in west London - as
well as three counts of failing to
surrender to bail.

Martin Chandler, 39 and from
Elliott's Row, denied taking part
in the attempted theft.

The court heard how he had
been seen by a witness in the area
at the time of the incident, but
Chandler claimed he had lost his
keys and was on his way to stay
at a friend's house.

District Judge Shamoon Somjee
remanded him in custody until

November 21.

Night in the cells
for curfew break
A NINETEEN-YEAR-OLD
Dulwich woman was forced to
spend a night in the cells after
breaching her curfew restric-
tion when the council changed
the locks on her front door.

Janie Joan Grant from the
Kingswood Estate, had been
bailed to appear before the Inner
London Crown Court on
November 14 to be sentenced
after she was convicted for pos-
session of a false passport.

Grant was ordered to abide by
bail conditions, including that she
remain at her flat every night.
However, she was found by
police at her mother's address in
Bermondsey just after midnight
on November 13 after she had
failed to sign in at her local police
station.

She claimed that she had been
forced to stay at her mother's after
the council changed the locks on
her flat and she did not know how
to pick up her new keys. 

The court heard she then did not
report to her police station as
required because she knew she
was already in breach of her bail
conditions.

DJ Somjee told her he had no
choice but to keep her in custody
at Tower Bridge Magistrates
Court last Thursday.

"Because you have failed to
abide by your curfew restrictions,
I am satisfied that you will fail to
surrender to bail," the District
Judge said.

Woman denies
hostel attack
A WOMAN who denied
assaulting a fellow resident at
her Bermondsey hostel has
been released on bail.

Deborah O'Rourke, 41, is said to
have attacked another woman at
St Mungo's hostel in Crimscott
Street, where both the defendant
and the claimant live, on
November 9. 

She pleaded not guilty to the
charges of assault by beating and
of breaching a previous anti-
social behaviour order.

District Judge Somjee bailed
O'Rourke on condition that she
stayed in a hostel in Camden until
her trial at Camberwell Green
Magistrates Court on December
16.

She is not allowed to go within
500 metres of St Mungo's or
approach her alleged victim.

In the Dock...

A ROTHERHITHE family has
turned their house into a mini
Santa's Grotto this Christmas to
raise money for a local family's
fight against their daughter's life-
threatening illness.

Six-year-old Jasmine Harris suffers
from an extremely rare genetic con-
dition known as late infantile battens
disease. There is no known cure for
the illness, which affects only 500
children around the world.

Jasmine's older brother Jordan lost
his brave fight against battens on
Boxing Day last year, but parents
Tina and Mark have continued to
raise funds for the Jordan Jay Trust. 

In five years they have raised a
quarter of a million pounds to sup-
port research and trials into the con-
dition, and now they are being lent a
hand by Rotherhithe's famous

'Christmas House'.
Violet and Peter Thorpe's house on

Rotherhithe Street has been trans-
formed into a winter wonderland
every Yuletide for two decades. The
last eight years has seen them use it
to raise cash for local causes, with
residents making donations through-
out the holiday period.

Last year, they raised money for
COSMIC, the unit of a children's
hospital that treated terminally ill
Millwall fan Jordan Fisher. This time
around, the Thorpes and their daugh-
ter Michelle are supporting the
Jordan Jay Trust.

"Ever since Jordan was diagnosed,
the local community has been fantas-
tic," said Tina. 

"There are so many good causes to
support and it amazes us how gener-
ous people are.

"The trust has raised £250,000 and
we haven't got any rich people donat-
ing. It's all from charity events like

this."
Peter, dressed as Father Christmas

to switch on this year's display last
week, said that the hard work he and
his family put in is made worthwhile
by children like Jasmine.

"It's like a full-time job at times," he
said. "It takes about four weeks to set
it up but it's worth every moment to
see the children's faces."

The Harris family flew to China last
week for a third time to take part in a
trial of stem cell treatment for
Jasmine's illness. She has also under-
gone gene therapy treatment in New
York. 

Although the expensive procedures
have only slowed down the progres-
sion of the disease, the family is
determined to keep fighting for

Jasmine.
"In medical terms both trials have

been successful and a step in the right
direction," added Tina. "Sadly we
know that both the treatments in New
York and Beijing are not the miracle
cure we have been hoping for, but
they are all there is right now. We
will never stop trying to find some-
thing that might help Jasmine."

Rotherhithe grotto is lit up to
raise funds for young Jasmine
By Gavriel Hollander
gav@southwarknews.org

Police review
POLICE CHIEFS have established a
panel to review the Met's plans to mod-
ernise its expansive estate that could
result in the sale of three Southwark
police stations.

Stations at Rotherhithe, Camberwell and East
Dulwich may all be under threat. Independent
member Graham Speed is set to Chair the
committee with London Assembly members
Len Duvall and Dee Doocey. Their next meet-
ing will take place on November 20.
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